
 
  

 

SES News 
Every Voice Counts… Every Voice Counts…. Every Voice Counts… 

Mark Your Calendar!  

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  

PTO Meetings are held in the media 
center at 5:45 pm.  Childcare is provided! 

 
•Monday, October 21 
•Monday, November 11 *at 3:30pm* 
•Monday, February 3 
•Monday, March 9 
•Monday, April 20 
•Monday, May 11 

Snack Donations 

In the SES office, we keep a “snack stash”, 
and it’s running low.  We would appreciate 
donations of individually wrapped snacks 
(ideally nut free).  Any donations can be 
dropped off in the main office.  Some 
favorites include: 

• Cheese crackers 

• Granola bars 

• Raisins 

• Popcorn 

Dear Parents & Families, 
It’s hard to believe October is already 
here. We are welcoming the crisp fall air. 
Students and teachers are settled into the 
new school year and learning is in full 
stride!  Rules, routines, and expectations 
have been established and now Social 
Emotional Learning and academic 
content are the focus.   
 
Mrs. Mucci and I are looking for 
feedback from the parents and families at 
SES.  Below is a link to an anonymous 
online survey. Your feedback is 
important to us, and we appreciate you 
taking the time to complete the survey.   
 
Fondly, 
 
Dina M. Senecal, Principal 
 
Melissa Mucci, Assistant Principal 
 
Online survey link: 
http://www.quia.com/sv/995698.html 
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Starting this month, parent/guardians will receive an email alert should your student’s lunch account 
balance exceed $15.  These alerts will continue weekly until the balance is paid in full.   
Your payment options are: 
1. Check payable to the Somers Lunch Program delivered to the school. 
2. An electronic deposit to your student’s MyPaymentsPlus (MPP) account, if your student has a MPP 
account set up. 
 
If your student does not have a MPP account, you can set one up by accessing the MPP website as 
follows: 

1. Connect to the Somers Public Schools homepage at www.somers.k12.ct.us     
2. Select Popular Links 
3. Under Technology click on Cafeteria POS System Information 

 
We do offer a free and reduced lunch program for students that qualify. Please note that free/reduced 
lunch forms must be completed annually and are available in the school office.  
 
For more information on the free and reduced lunch program, or if you believe the information regarding 
your student’s lunch account balance is incorrect, please contact Cathy Smith. 
 Cathy.smith@somers.k12.ct.us   
(860)749-2270  x6121 
 

Lunch Balance Accounts  

 
We are committed to helping your student have a healthy and 
successful school year! 
 

• All school medications must be brought in by an adult. A 
doctor's order is required for medication administration by the 
school nurse. For the safety of our students, please do not send 
medications in your child's backpack. 
 

• If your child has a new medical diagnosis, please update us. 
 

• Please make sure to update the school with any phone number 
changes so that we can reach you in case of an emergency.  

 
• Vision and hearing screenings has begun for students in grades 

K, 1, 3, 4 & 5. 
 

Notes from the Nurse’s Office 
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News from Mrs. McEvoy’s Art Room 
 
We are off to a fantastic Art filled year.  
 
Students in Grade 4 are beginning to work on line and shapes animals that are created 
without an outline. It's a little tricky but the students love the challenge and the ideas are 
really flowing! They are also excited for the future lessons such as paper mache animals and 
of course our clay project! 
 
Grade 3 has started the WIDE MOUTH FISH! By folding and opening the paper you can 
make the paper show 2 different images. The students will be starting their 3D wood boxes 
soon, which perhaps may have a secret compartment! 
 
Grade 1 started the year learning about adding a background line on their dog paper. By 
adding this line you create space on your paper. It's not magic but for some students it was 
like magic, they realize by adding one simple line a 2D space begins to look like a 3D space. 
Next art class we will make 3D paper animals! 
 
Grade K:  For most students this is the first time they have come into Mrs. McEvoy's art 
room. We have art for 50 minutes at the end of the day so it can be long and some students 
are understandably tired. Nonetheless every Kindergarten student was excited to create. Next 
class we will be starting our rainbow relief sculpture. 
 
Pre Kindergarten came to art and learned that They are ARTISTS! They also learned artists 
have an important job to do! We practiced being  kind to each other.  Each student brought a 
beautiful zinnia flower back to class. Next class we will learn about texture! 
 
When visiting SES please be sure to take a look at the Did You Hear.......... bulletin board 
outside the cafeteria. It is growing with student quotes! 
 
WE are off to an amazing start in art class, but art is never a race it is a JOURNEY! 
Please feel free to come volunteer in my art room, no experience necessary.  
 



 

 

SES NEWS FALL 2019 

4 

NEWS FROM THE MEDIA CENTER!! 

By Ms. Leiphart 
 

 
 
 
 

As many of you know, we here at Somers Elementary School are big fans of New York 
Times Bestselling author Brandon Mull!  He has visited SES several times in the past, 
and is the author of many popular books in our Media Center! He will be touring in 
connection with the release of his latest book, Dragonwatch Book 3: Master of the 

Phantom Isle.  Brandon is also the author of the Fablehaven, Five Kingdoms, 
Beyonders, and Spirit Animals series.   

 

NOW FOR THE GOOD NEWS... 
BRANDON MULL CAME BACK TO SES! 

On Monday, October 7th, students in grades 3, 4 and 5 met 
Mr. Mull in person!  How lucky are we???? 

 
Brandon's presentations consist of a live, theatrical multi-media performance which 
includes interactive imagination games with emphasis on the following benefits of 

reading: reading develops your imagination while entertaining you, as readers partner 
with the author in imagining the story, different readers have different experiences 

with the same book, reading develops skills essential to learning, and more! 
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Kindergarten’s Imagination Playground 
 
The kindergarten teachers were so excited to receive a grant from the Somers Education 
Foundation at the end of last year for Imagination Playground blocks.  “Blue blocks” as we 
call them with the children, have been a hit with the kindergartners since we introduced 
them early this year.  The idea came from a conversation with a student last year when Lee 
Mailhot asked a student what he would like to do at recess.  His response was “big blocks”.  
A conversation with Mrs. Senecal was next and she had the perfect answer in Imagination 
Playground blocks from her own children’s experience at Holyoke Children’s Museum. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the SEF, we also have a shed that houses the many mesh bags 
of blue foam blocks and balls ranging from 6 inches to 2 feet long.  The students are 
learning so many social skills as they take the blocks out, play and build, then put them 
away again and work together to fold up the tarp that is their play space.  Kids are working 
together to create jackhammers, flowers, a new world and limitless other possibilities.  
They are learning to find the blocks that will help the balls come down the ramp on the ball 
machine they are creating.   These blocks also help to target some of the science standards 
that are related to motion and ramps.  They are typically used one class at a time to give 
the students opportunities to make class connections and discoveries.  It is truly an activity 
that puts play-based learning into practice. 



 

 

SES Math Programs Pilot 
By: Karen Jones- Math Interventionist 

 
 
It’s been seven years since our last mathematics materials adoption.  That many years ago 
it was difficult to find materials that addressed the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
in meaningful ways.  Teachers have come to want materials that incorporate more 
realistic problem solving as well as the basics in arithmetic.  In order to select the math 
materials that are the best for teachers and students at Somers Elementary, Grades K-5 
are conducting a pilot of three different materials throughout the school year. The three 
materials are Bridges in Mathematics, Investigations3 and enVision 2020. 
                                              
Choosing materials to pilot required some research.  Last year we turned to edreports.org  
EdReports is an independent nonprofit designed to improve education by providing reviews of K-12 
instructional materials. 
 
 
The key questions EdReports answers for instructional materials are: 
 

• Do the instructional materials focus on the CCSS major work of the grade? 
• Do the instructional materials meet the CCSS expectations for rigor and 

mathematical practices? 

• Do the instructional materials support ease of use for instruction? 
 
The materials we chose for piloting had to “meet” or “exceed” standards in all three 
areas.   
 
Teachers will meet in grade level groups, with administrators, have professional 
development and debrief as a K-5 staff before a decision is made on math materials for 
the 2010-2021 school year. 
 
                                               



 

 

	

 
 
 

 

OUR SCHOOL: Somers Elementary School 
OUR ID#: 06428 

 

Rewarding Your School is STILL as easy as 1-2-3! 
 
Get Started at STOPANDSHOP.com  
 
FOR ASSISTANCE CALL 1-877-366-2668 OPTION #1 
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1)	Register for an online account or sign in to an existing 
one 
		

2)	Access your account settings 	
	

				»			 				»			 	

3)	Select your preferred school(s) to reward 	

	

	

	



 

 

 
 

New School-Wide Approach to Read-Aloud is a Hit 
With Both Students and Teachers! 

 
By Sarah Martin, Reading Consultant 

                                                                
 
This fall we are excited to be introducing Fountas & Pinnell’s Interactive Read Aloud component to our 
daily literacy instruction in grades K-5.  Every day in our classrooms, you will find teachers reading aloud 
highly-engaging, authentic picture books to their whole class from a variety of different genres.  Each 
teacher’s collection of books is organized into text sets that allow students to make connections among 
them with respect to genre, author’s craft, themes and characteristics.   
 
We are excited to be able to adopt Interactive Read Aloud because of its several worthwhile goals: 
promoting the joy of reading, expanding students’ vocabulary and background knowledge, and increasing 
students’ ability to think, talk, and write about texts.  Our students have been so engaged in the wonderful 
literature that is being shared that they hardly realize the hard work they are doing as they talk with 
partners, explain their thinking, question characters’ motivations, and occasionally respond to the reading 
with their own writing.  
Teachers have reported appreciating the wide variety of texts that represent individuals and characters 
from several different cultures and time periods as well as topics with which their students might not have 
been familiar.  This has helped our students to build background knowledge in ways that had not been 
possible before.  Teachers have also been impressed by the rich vocabulary that is included in the books, 
and they have noted that students are starting to use it themselves. In addition, teachers are also 
recognizing that students who started the year not having strong skills with respect to talking about books, 
are now able to share their thinking with both partners and their class.  And most importantly, students 
are EXCITED about reading each day when their teacher shares a new book and invites everyone in to 
participate. 
 
We are very excited to be able to share this Interactive Read Aloud component with our teachers and 
students, and look forward to rolling out more components of Fountas & Pinnell Classroom in the 
future!  Ask your child to tell you about the book his/her teacher read today.  We know you’ll be as 
impressed as we are!! 



 

 

 


